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During childhood adult-child interaction enhances the child's physical
perceptual social and linguistic development which in turn promotes the
cognitive (intellectual) and moral abilities that are the essential to thinking,
learning. sclf identity and actualization (full development of one’s potential).
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Our striving to overcome our particular inferiorities Icads us to struggle
lo improve society as a whole. The state of perfection toward which we
all strive is one in which individual and socicty live. los ¢ and work together
harmoniously.
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We like people who are daring, audacious, and such persons have been
military leaders, such as Gencral George Cuser, General Billy Mitchell, or
General George Patton, political Icaders such as Ardrew Sackson, or Harry
Truman, industrialists and merchants such as Henry Ford or Clarance
Saunders (the originator of the grocery supermarket) actors such as James

" Dean and Errol Flynn and musical composers such as John cage and Spike
Jones. Americans have tended to value novelty and innovation. and
stubbornness and conviction. and flair and eccentricty, even it deviant in
terms of some set of standards. It has been said that the line between genius
and insanity is thin, and also that the line between ingenuity and noncon-
formity (if not rcbellion) is also slender.
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There are individual differences in the way people react to projudice.
Some withdraw from the social group. some develope aggresive defence
reactions, and some turn their tiostility, against socicty in gencral and
cngage 1n antisocial acts. Few accept discrimination as a challenge to show
others theit truc worth.
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LINCOLN'S LETTER TO HIS SON'S HEADMASTER

Respected Teacher.
My son will have to learn I know,
That all men are not just.
All men are not truc, but teach him also
That for cvery scoundrel,
Three is a hero.
That for cvery selfish politician,
There is a dedicated leader.
Teach him that for every cnemy
There is a friend.
It will take him time I know:
But teach him if you can,
That a dollar eamned
Is of far more value
Than five pound.
Teach him to learn to lose
And also enjoy carning.
Steer him away from envy, if you can
Teach him the sccret of quiet laughter
Let him learn carly that the bullies
Are the easiest to lick.
Teach him if you can. thc wonder of books....
But also give him quiet time to ponder.
Over the eternal mystry of birds
In the sky, bees. in the sun,
And flowers of a green hill side.
In school teach him it is far more
Honourable to fall than to cheat
Teach him to have faith in his own ideas.
Even if everyone tells him they are wrong.
Teach him to be gentle with gentle people,
And tough with the tough.
Try to give my son the strength
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Not to follow the crowd when

Everyone is getting in the band-wagon.
Teach him to listen to all men

But teach him also to fighter all he hears
On the screen of truth and take only
The good that comes through.

Teach him if you can, how to laugh when
He is sad : teach him there is no shame
In tears : teach him to scoff at cynics
And to beware of too much sweetness.
Teach him to sell his brawn and brain
To the highest bidders. but never to

Put a price tag on his heart and soul.
Teach him to close his cars to a
Howling mob ... and to stand and fight
If he thinks he is right.

Teach him gently : but do not cuddle
Him because only the test of fire

Makes fine stecl.

Lect him have courage to be impatient,
Let him have paticnce to be brave

Teach him to have sublime faith in himself
Because. then he will always

Have sublime faith in mankind.

This is a big order

But sce what you can do.

He is such a fine little fellow my son.

—Abraham Lincoln
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